
The Making and Unmaking of 
the Middle East

Setting the Stage



Orientalism: What is that??

Orientalism = Orient [al] + ism



The Orient



This is the Middle East, but who are you?



Let’s go back to talking about directions…

East, West

West, East…

What is all that??



This is the Earth…



For life, think of Earth like this though…



Better still…



Zoom into the Middle East

And…What is the Middle East?!















Ethnic Composition of the Ottoman Empire





Themes of the class

• Orientalism today (our understanding or lack of it!)

• Understanding the Middle East (through history among many)

• Why History? What is History? Politics? It is not memorizing dates!! 

• Focus on broad themes not details

• Culture. Middle East does not mean war!!


